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KUNENE COLLAGE

7 days and 6 nights

Maximum 9 participants

This KCS safari takes you on a magical journey starting in the famous Etosha National Park through a wild unfenced wilderness to the arid West. This is a potpourri of wildlife, dramatic scenery and intense cultural experiences.

ITINERARY
Day 1

Our guide will meet you in Okaukuejo, headquarters of the Etosha National Park, at 9 ‘o clock in the morning to begin our journey.  Our route takes us through Western Etosha an area seldom seen as to date only registered tour operators have been able to traverse this part of the Park.  We see the changing diversity of habitats as we move towards the western boundary of Etosha.  We exit at Galton Gate and overnight at Hobatere Lodge, a charming lodge set on a huge game-rich concession area bordering Etosha.  You might want to enjoy a guided walk in big game country or spend an hour looking for nocturnal animals on a night drive.
Day 2 
An early start heading north towards the bustling and vibrant town of Opuwo, the capital of northern Kunene - indeed a true African settlement , with an ever present mixture of cultures.   Our journey continues westwards on the southern side of the Steilrand Mountains towards the village of Etanga through spectacular scenery.  We might see Himba herdsmen herding their most important asset – cattle – across these highlands of Kaokoland. Near Etanga we will meet our back-up crew and enjoy our first night under canvas.  We might even be visited by curious local Himba residents.

Day 3 

After our first bush breakfast, we head for the Otjihaa Pass, a route rarely travelled by visitors to Namibia.  This is a spectacular area with a myriad of fascinating plants.  The rugged track winds wickedly past the Okamanga Mountain bringing us down the escarpment through stunning broken hills to the Onjuva Plains.   We are now in Orupembe Conservancy, one of the co-owners of our company.  We spend the next two nights at “Etambura Camp”, Namibia’s first Himba-owned camp, on a hilltop with views that will take your breath away. Relax in comfort in spacious accommodation units, each with an en suite bathroom and private deck area. KCS guests have exclusive use of this camp, which is due to be completed towards the end of June 2010.  Until then we will stay at Orupembe Conservancy’s Marble Campsite, an attractive venue on the banks of a dry river bed.  Enjoy a solar heated shower, meet our conservancy hosts and spend an interesting evening at the fire talking to Himba game guards or conservancy staff.

Day 4

We take a trip into Marienfluss Conservancy, another owner of KCS.  We traverse the rocky Hartmann’s Pass to Red Drum, a major intersection in the middle of nowhere!  We will see part of the Hartmann’s Valley before descending into the spectacular Marienfluss Valley with its mysterious Fairy Circles. Experience an unparalleled sense of space.  Enjoy the solitude of remote plains dotted with ostrich, springbok and gemsbok. You may see giraffe, zebra and kudu. Our route takes us past several remote Himba villages and one is filled with a sense of awe at the tenacity and adaptability of people living in this beautiful, yet austere environment.
We return to Marble Camp Site/Etambura Camp in Orupembe Conservancy for the night. 
Day 5 

In the morning, members of the conservancy will give us an insight into the collection of resin/myrrh.  In the months of December to April, Himba women harvest resin from commiphora wildii – the perfume plant or myrrh made famous by the Bible’s three wise men. Hear how IRDNC, the local support NGO, has assisted conservancies to earn a regular yearly income by sustainably harvesting and marketing this valuable product to international cosmetic companies. 

We take a scenic route down the Khumib River, an area reminiscent of the “wild west”, and cross over the water divide into the most times dry river bed of the Hoarusib and  the 3 568 square kilometre Puros Conservancy. This vast area, with a population of less than 300 Himba and Herero herders, is another of the conservancies that own our company and we will be hosted here tonight. Spend the evening around the campfire in the Puros Conservancy Campsite, where elephants may stroll past your tent. Chat to our conservancy host, who will bring us up to date with conservancy activities and village life. This is a good opportunity, if you are interested, to obtain insights into the real conservation problems and their local solutions. 

Day 6
Set out early with our conservancy guide for the Hoarusib Canyon, searching for elephant, lions and other animals. Seeing how domestic stock and wildlife share the land will provide us with a better understanding of the challenges of making a living in Puros Conservancy.  Meet Sara – shop-keeper extraordinaire and perhaps Michael, a local teacher who will share with us the challenges facing the school in this remote settlement. See Puros village which has elephants to thank for the water tank and taps in the settlement. Visit a small business run by Himba women and take advantage of a shopping opportunity.  

Day 7
After an unhurried breakfast, we take you to the Puros landing strip, where you will meet your pilot and aircraft for your onward journey to Swakopmund, Walvis Bay or Windhoek.  Enjoy a bird’s eye perspective over awesome landscapes.
Note:

1. Community based activities vary from trip to trip as these depend on the seasonal nature of conservation activities and on the events currently taking place in the host communities.

2. Our itinerary remains flexible because of environmental, climatic and human factors.
3. By prior arrangement, the option to drive out is possible, but will involve an extra day and an adjustment of the itinerary to accommodate this additional distance in an enjoyable way.
	RATES

01 January 2010 to 31 December 2010

RATE PER PERSON SHARING:  USD 4,450
SINGLE SUPPLEMENT PER PERSON PER TOUR:  USD 365

	INCLUDED
Breakfasts, light lunches, snacks, dinners

Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages

Overnight at Hobatere Lodge on a DBB basis and Etambura Camp 
Charter flight out with a minimum of 4 guests.
SPECIAL!!

For 2010 the below charter flights for 2 and 3 passengers will be included in the rate – no surcharge will apply
If less than four guests the following surcharge will apply:
For 2 passengers:  N$7500 per person

For 3 passengers:  N$5000 per person


	EXCLUDED

Transport to and accommodation in Etosha National Park

Activities at Hobatere Lodge

Accommodation after the tour


It is possible to book a private safari – price on request.

Rates are in Namibian Dollars, are influenced by industry increases and may change without prior notice.  Our rates include 15% VAT.
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