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CAPRIVI 
with
 Etosha National Park 
10 days and 9 nights

DETAILED ITINERARY

Please note that activities in the conservancies described on particular days are flexible and interchangeable as these are not “staged” and depend on the current day to day activities and events of the communities themselves.
Day 0 – 12th October
Arrive in Victoria Falls the day before your safari begins and take the opportunity to relax after your flight and visit the magnificent Falls. We can assist you with a hotel booking. 

Day 1 – 13th October
After breakfast you will be transferred to the charming Impalila Island Lodge, crossing the Botswana, Zimbabwe and Namibia borders, as this is the point where four countries [Namibia, Zimbabwe, Botswana and Zambia] meet. In the mid afternoon we will set off on a boat cruise along the Chobe River for game viewing - so you may also have the opportunity to do a spot of Tiger fishing on the Zambezi, a guided walk around the island or just take time to enjoy the lodge itself. 

Day 2 – 14th October
We commence our journey through the Caprivi panhandle which with its rivers, floodplains, wetlands and forests rivals the famous Okavango Delta. A short and pretty boat trip will take us from Impalila Island to Kasika Conservancy, looking for wildlife and the wonderful variety of birds along the way.  Here you will meet up with your back up crew and bush camp near a village. You might enjoy a stroll up to the village to meet the local people, see their homes, school and perhaps see some traditional dancing.   For the intrepid guest they may arrange a mokorro trip. The wooden dug out canoes they build from tree trunks to enable them to fish and transport themselves around. Even though they live on the only high ground they frequently have to abandon their houses as the flood waters rise. The community members will be pleased to explain the opportunities and challenges they face living in their particular environment and how important the rivers are to their way 
Day 3 – 15th October

We set out driving across the Eastern Floodplains to Salambala Conservancy. Sightings of wildlife and birds are most likely and we may encounter elephant and buffalo along the way. Your guide will explain the ecological importance of the floodplains and the uniqueness of the river system. Salambala is one of the first conservancies to be registered and we may catch up with some of their committee members and staff at their office later. The brand new campsite we will be staying at is on the flood plain along the Linyanti and Chobe Rivers and overlooking Chobe National Park in Botswana. The Park is renowned for its wildlife and we may spot animals coming down to the water to drink in the evening. When the water is up there is good fishing.
Day 4 –16th October

After breakfast we travel west to  Katima Mulilo, a typical African frontier town. After a quick tour (and for those who are interested, a visit to the offices of the NGO which provides technical support to the conservancies, Integrated Rural Development and Nature Conservation (IRDNC), we continue to Kongola.  There is a shopping opportunity at the Mashi Craft Centre which is owned and managed by a large group of local craft makers and the staff will be happy to tell you the background to their market. We can take a guided tour of Mashi village and, if possible, meet Chief Mayuni at his traditional khuta [court]. We will camp in his village as guests of the local people. 

Day 5 – 17th October
After a short drive, part of it through the Babwata National Park where elephant, kudu, hippo  and lechwe are often seen and buffalo and leopard occasionally, we arrive at  Nambwa Campsite. This is a lovely shaded bush camp on a backwater of the Kwando River. The camp is owned and managed by Mayuni Conservancy and has hot water showers and flush toilets. Late afternoon we drive to “Horseshoe” [an oxbow in the Kwando River] where we will enjoy a sundowner and hopefully watch elephant coming down for a drink. During the evening we may be joined at the campfire by some conservancy game guards who will be able to tell us about life in this area of Caprivi.   

Day 6 –1 8th October

We  take an early morning guided walk with conservancy game guards to Elephant Pools about two kilometres away. After breakfast back at the campsite we set off, winding our way through the Babwata National Park,which covers the major part of West Caprivi, and is special as it is home to a large population of wildlife and a large population of people. We visit Omega Village [a former Army base now home to many local people] meeting with staff and members of the Kyaramacan Trust. We arrive in the early evening at N//gobacca Campsite on the banks of the Kavango River, over looking Popa Falls. The Kavango River feeds the famous Okavango Delta. This attractively located camp is owned by the Kyaramacan  Residents’ Trust which is the equivalent to a conservancy - inside a national park. Relax with a sundowner on the decks overlooking the river frequented by hippo and crocs.

Day 7 – 19th October

We will spend the morning in the small yet diverse and interesting  Mahangu National Park with its riverine forest, broad floodplain and majestic baobab trees. We may catch sight of Sable, Roan and Lechwe as well as Elephant and abundant birdlife.  If Devil’s Claw is being harvested, we’ll visit one of the collecting camps and see how this fascinating medicinal plant is prepared for marketing on specially constructed drying racks. We may also take a trip into Buffalo Reserve,  another  good place to look for elephant and buffalo and spot the extensive variety of birds that frequent the reserve. We overnight again at the campsite where we might be joined by some KweSan/Bushmen, the main beneficiaries of the Kyaramacan Trust, who live and work in this remarkable area. With encouragement they have some amazing stories to tell about their history, culture and traditional ways of life.

Day 8 – 20th October

After breakfast we start our drive through Kavango via Rundu, Grootfontein  Tsumeb  to Etosha National Park. It is an unavoidably long drive but we will pause regularly and we stop somewhere en route for lunch. Your guides have plenty of experience and knowledge of the Park that they will share with you along the way. We will check in at the Namutoni Lodge and after dinner we plan to participate in an escorted night game drive. A quite different experience! 
Day 9 – 21st October

Etosha is an extremely game rich Park. Sunrise is a particularly good time for game viewing so we will make an early start with a game-drive. We will return to the lodge for a leisurely breakfast before travelling slowly and circuititously across the park to Okaukuejo. You will have time to cool off at the swimming pool and after dinner enjoy your drinks sitting at the floodlit waterhole.
Day 10 – 22th October

We leave the Park through Andersson gate [a famous Swedish trader, warrior and town builder] and head south for Windhoek via Outjo, Otjiwarongo and Okahandja. We will arrive in the capital mid afternoon so you might decide to catch a scheduled flight to wherever you are travelling next or spend a night in Windhoek to round off your holiday.
Note:

1. Community based activities vary from trip to trip as these depend on the seasonal nature of conservation activities and on the events currently taking place in the host communities.

2. Our itinerary remains flexible because of environmental, climatic and human factors. 

3. In line with our philosophy of supporting local enterprises, we will camp most nights at conservancy camp sites.

	01 November 2009 to 31 October 2010

RATE PER PERSON SHARING:   USD 6,500
 SINGLE SUPPLEMENT: USD 365

	INCLUDED
Breakfasts, light lunches, snacks, dinners
Alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages
Accommodation at Impalila, Namatoni and Okaukeujo Lodges
Transfer from Victoria Falls
	EXCLUDED
Flights to Victoria Falls and out of Windhoek
Transport to Windhoek international airport [if staying in Windhoek after the safari]
Accommodation prior to or after the tour




It is possible to book a private safari – price on request.

Rates are in British pounds, are influenced by fluctuations in exchange rates, industry increases and may change without prior notice.  Our rates include 15% VAT.






