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Agencies

STO rates
Republic of Congo: Nouabale-Ndoki National Park/Central African Republic: Dzanga-Ndoki National Park

Works with a Tuesday departure from Brazzaville and a Friday return from Ouesso on Air Congo or Mistral Airlines. This is the current internal airline schedule and is subject to change without notice.    

Wednesday: Arrival Brazzaville: You are met, given immigration assistance, and transferred to hotel for overnight.
Thursday: Free day in Brazzaville. A day tour of Brazzaville can be arranged. Guests can also arrive today. 
Day One: Tuesday: Fly Brazzaville – Ouesso. Transfer via pirogue to Bomassa, NNNP headquarters for overnight. This can take seven + hours with ten passengers. It can also mean a very late arrival into Bomassa if Air Congo or Mistral have been delayed leaving BZV.  
Group of eight must divide into two to alternate visits to Mbeli and Mondika Camps. 

Day Two: Transfer to Mbeli Camp via road and pirogue. Afternoon at the observation platform, a 45 minute walk from Mbeli Camp. Overnight at Mbeli Camp. 

Day Three: Full day at Mbeli Bai observation tower. Overnight at Mbeli. 

Day Four: Transfer to Mondika Camp via pirogue (2 hours), road (30 mins) and on foot (2 hours). Some flooded swamp to cross. Afternoon in camp. Overnight Mondika Camp. 

Day Five: Visit habituated gorilla family at Mondika. Overnight. 

If four guests, two see gorilla family in morning and two in the afternoon.

Day Six: Return to Bomassa for lunch. Transfer via pirogue to Lidjombo, Central African Republic border post for immigration formalities. Continue on to Bayanga. This trip can take between three to six hours depending upon the pirogue available. Overnight Doli Lodge or Sangha Lodge. 
Group of eight must divide into two to alternate visits to Dzanga Bai and Bai Houkou.

Day Seven: Drive to trailhead in park, 1 ½ hours. Walk to Dzanga Bai viewing platform, 45 minutes. Remain at tower to observe elephants which come to mine for minerals in the saline clearing. Overnight Doli/Sangha Lodge.

Day Eight: Drive to Bai Houkou research center in the park, 1 ½ hours drive. Trek to see habituated gorillas. Overnight Doli/Sangha Lodge.

Day Nine: Net hunting with the Ba’Aka people in the am. There is time to explore Bayanga village on your own. If staying at Sangha Lodge there are guided walks in the vicinity of the lodge. Return to Bomassa, NNNP headquarters for overnight. 

Day Ten: Return to Ouesso by pirogue for overnight in simple hotel, the best standard in Ouesso.  

Day Eleven: Friday: Fly to Brazzaville. Depart on Air France this evening or await your international flight the following day.   

Visitor Facts
· Double occupancy only, with the exception of a tour leader if he/she accompanies the group. 
· Group must sleep in the dorm at Bomassa, NNNP headquarters. Only two/three double rooms are available upon request and are never guaranteed.  
· There is alternative overnight accommodation at Ndoki which may be used the first night in ROC's NNNP, depending upon time of arrival at Bomassa (before 4 pm) and whether it is available. Ndoki is used by visiting or resident scientists. 

· It is very possible to be delayed in either direction by local airlines. This impacts the tour most if the delay is returning to Brazzaville to make the departing international flight. Guests may be required to pay additional nights in Brazzaville hotels if their international flight is missed. CWA prefers to inform its guests of this possibility rather than to build contingency costs into the tour which may not be used and not returned. 
· All guests are accompanied by Brazzaville-based Max Bwily. 
· Languages catered for: English, French, Spanish, Lingala; working knowledge of Sanjo and Ba'Aka. 
· Visas required in advance for ROC and CAR.

· CWA guests are furnished with a letter of invitation which is required in order to apply for a visa from an ROC and CAR embassy abroad. 

· Proof of yellow fever vaccination is required for entry to both ROC and CAR. International health certificates are checked upon arrival in Brazzaville.

· All visitors must furnish proof of a negative TB test administered within six months of arrival at NNNP. Proof of vaccination against yellow fever, polio (if for the first time, administered no less than eight months before arrival) and measles is also required. There will be no exceptions. Gorillas are highly susceptible to human diseases. 
· It is strongly recommended that all visitors are vaccinated against tetanus, and hepatitis A and B.

· If guests arrive ill, or show any symptoms of illness (colds, flu, cough, diarrhoea, etc), they are not allowed to visit the habituated gorillas and may be barred from Mbeli Bai observation platform as well. 
· All visitors are supplied masks to place over their nose and mouths when visiting the habituated gorillas and they must maintain a distance from the animals of seven meters. This is strictly enforced.

· Typically two guests at a time visit the habituated gorillas. Viewing time is one hour. There are no exceptions. 
· Children under the age of fifteen years are not permitted to observe the habituated gorillas at NNNP.
· Instructions on how to behave while in the forest and while observing gorillas are furnished to all participants before travel.                                                                                                                                              
· Special diets other than vegetarian cannot be catered for.  
· Air France: flies Paris – Brazzaville – Paris Sunday, Monday, Wednesday, Friday
· Ethiopian flies Addis – Brazzaville – Addis: every day except Tuesdays, and London Heathrow and Paris de Gaulle to Addis several times weekly. 

· Interair flies Johannesburg – Brazzaville: Monday, Thursday; and  Brazzaville – Johannesburg: Wednesday and Friday

· Kenyan Airways flies Nairobi – Brazzaville: Tuesday, Wednesday, Saturday 
Airline schedules are subject to change. 
Rate Includes:

Nouabale-Ndoki National Park:

All pirogue transportation, Ouesso – Bomassa – Mbeli – Bomassa – Bayanga – Bomassa

Road transport to Mondika trailhead and Ndoki base return. 
Meals

Accommodations based on two people sharing

2 x Bomassa

2 x Mbeli Camp

2 x Mondika Camp

1 x Gorilla permit

MEF contribution (compulsory)

Development fund (compulsory)

Porters

Drinking water

Dzanga-Ndoki National Park: 

All road transportation from Doli Lodge to park destinations x 3: 2 vehicles needed for more than four people.

3 x Doli Lodge or Sangha Lodge
Meals

2 x Park entry permits

2 x vehicle entry permits

1 x Dzanga Bai permit

1 x Bai Houkou permit (gorilla)

1 x Bai Houkou permit (mangabey) 

1 x Bai Houkou permit (bai circuit)

1 x traditional net hunting with Ba'Aka

1 x medicinal plants gathering with Ba'Aka

Brazzaville Hotel, arrival night and free night: bed and breakfast based on two people sharing; includes lunch and dinner on Day 2. The cost of the second night in hotel will be deducted if arrival night Brazzaville is the night before departure for Ouesso.  
Airport Service, meet and greet

Taxis to and from airports and port in Brazzaville and Ouesso.

Ouesso Hotel x 1

Flights: BZV – Ouesso  - BZV

· Hotels used in Brazzaville: Three Star: Saphir for example. Upgrades are possible.  
· Hotel used in Ouesso: the best that exists.

· Final price may either increase or decrease if a different itinerary from what is listed here is requested. 

Excludes: 
International Flights

Visas to ROC and CAR

Gratuities for CWA guide

Drinks other than water

Additional nights in Brazzaville if international flights are missed

Day tour of Brazzaville which is arranged upon request
Brazzaville Tours: CWA offers guided tours of Brazzaville for free days in the city. A full day tour which includes visits to local markets, the famous rapids on the Congo River, dance performances, Congolese musical instrument instruction, art school, and meals at local restaurants serving traditional foods, is 150 E  per person. Tours can be customized as well. 

Dinner talks for guests: can be arranged in Brazzaville with professionals working in Central Africa in the fields of wildlife conservation. Please contact us for more information.      
Booking, Cancellation Policies, and Travel Insurance:

Booking forms are required for each participant on a private tour or for each group sent by an agency, including any group accompanied by a Tour Leader. Booking forms are available from leslie@mamatembotours.com. There is also a form which can be downloaded on www.mamatembotours.com at www.mamatembotours.com/contact.php. 
A deposit of 50 percent of the total safari cost is required to confirm the booking, which is refundable up to 90 days before arrival less a handling fee of 300 USD. For bookings of groups of eight participants, 25 % of the deposit is non-refundable. 

Final payment is due TWO months before arrival date.  

Cancellation charges: 0 - 60 days before arrival: 75 % of the safari cost. 

Emergency medical care equivalent to Western standards is unavailable in Northern Congo. The WCS has an emergency evacuation plan in place but should it be necessary it will take time to enact. Northern Congo is very remote. It is imperative that all tour participants consider themselves healthy and physically fit and tell the truth about any physical issues, past or present, should they exist, on their booking forms.  A great deal of walking is required for travel to these parks. Travel insurance which covers trip cancellation as well as health and emergency evacuation is essential. Proof of such travel insurance is required by MTT Inc/CWA before participants arrive in the Republic of Congo.  
